SINGLE PERMIT Procedure for professional card
Professional card
If the application meets the required
criteria, the regional Economic Migration
Service issues the professional card.
The original is supplied to the applicant
through the one-stop-shop for business
support.
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Conﬁrmation
An application, modiﬁcation, renewal or replacement of a professional
card must be submitted to:
-

the Belgian diplomatic post in the country of residence,
if the foreign self-employed person lives abroad;

-

a recognised one-stop-shop for business support of choice (i.e. a
registered enterpirse counter) if the foreign self-employed person
has valid residence documents for Belgium. The following are
considered as proof of valid residence: the “model A registration
certiﬁcate” or the “certiﬁcate of entry in the register of foreign
nationals” (i.e. electronic type A residence card).

Substantive review
The substantive review is based on 3 criteria:
1 The right to reside: if you do not have a permit to reside in Belgium, an application for this
residence permit must be submitted at a diplomatic post simultaneously with the
application for a professional card;
2 Compliance with regulatory obligations: it is examined whether you have access to the
profession if this is required for your activity.
3 The importance of the project in terms of economic value:
For applicants having a long-term resident status in another EU Member State, the proﬁle
of the person involved (relevant work experience, degrees, etc.) as well as the current and
expected income are evaluated instead of the economic value.
For applicants for whom the right to reside has another basis than a self-employed activity
(e.g. work permit, regularisation, etc.), only the right to reside and compliance with the
regulatory obligations are tested. In that case, the professional card does not entitle the
applicant to stay in Belgium.
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Motivated refusal
If the application does not meet the required criteria, the regional
Economic Migration Service issues a motivated refusal and sends this
decision to the applicant through the diplomatic mission or consular
post or through the one-stop-shop for business support.
After refusal of a professional card, you can only reapply after a period
of two years starting on the date of submission of the previous
application. This prohibition is not applicable:
-

if the refusal is the result of a decision of inadmissibility;
if there are relevant new facts
if the application relates to a new activity.
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